
2019 Rules of Golf:
Rule 17 – Penalty Areas



Penalty Area
An area 

- from which relief 
- with a one-stroke penalty 

is allowed if the player’s ball 
comes to rest there.
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Penalty Area
A penalty area is: 

• Any body of water on the course
(whether or not marked by the Committee), 

including a 
- sea, - lake, 
- pond, - river, 
- ditch, - surface drainage ditch or 
- other open watercourse 

(even if not containing water)...
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Penalty Area
A penalty area is: 

• Any body of water on the course
(whether or not marked by the Committee), 

including a 
- sea, - lake, 
- pond, - river, 
- ditch, - surface drainage ditch or 
- other open watercourse 

(even if not containing water), and 

• Any other part of the course 
the Committee defines as a penalty area. 
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Penalty Area
There are two different types of penalty areas, 
distinguished by the color used to mark them: 

• Yellow penalty areas
- (marked with yellow lines or yellow stakes) 
- give the player two relief options (Rules 17.1d(1) and (2)).

• Red penalty areas
- (marked with red lines or red stakes) 
- give the player an extra lateral relief option (Rule 17.1d(3)), 

- in addition to the two relief options 
available for yellow penalty areas. 

2 0 1 9  R u l e s  o f  G o l f :  D e f i n i t i o n s
7



Penalty Area
There are two different types of penalty areas, 
distinguished by the color used to mark them: 

• Yellow penalty areas
- (marked with yellow lines or yellow stakes) 
- give the player two relief options (Rules 17.1d(1) and (2)).

• Red penalty areas
- (marked with red lines or red stakes) 
- give the player an extra lateral relief option (Rule 17.1d(3)), 

- in addition to the two relief options 
available for yellow penalty areas. 

2 0 1 9  R u l e s  o f  G o l f :  D e f i n i t i o n s
8



Penalty Area
There are two different types of penalty areas, 
distinguished by the color used to mark them: 

• Yellow penalty areas
- (marked with yellow lines or yellow stakes) 
- give the player two relief options (Rules 17.1d(1) and (2)).

• Red penalty areas
- (marked with red lines or red stakes) 
- give the player an extra lateral relief option (Rule 17.1d(3)), 

- in addition to the two relief options 
available for yellow penalty areas. 
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Penalty Area
The edge of a penalty area should be defined by 
stakes, lines or physical features.

• Stakes...

• Lines...

• Physical Features...
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Penalty Area
The edge of a penalty area should be defined by 
stakes, lines or physical features.

• Stakes: When defined by stakes, 
- the edge of the penalty area is defined 

by the line between the outside points 
of the stakes at ground level, and 

- the stakes are inside the penalty area. 

• Lines:

• Physical Features:
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Penalty Area
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The edge of a penalty area should be defined by 
stakes, lines or physical features.

• Stakes:

• Lines: 
When defined by a painted line on the 
ground, 

- the edge of the penalty area is 
the outside edge of the line, and 

- the line itself is in the penalty area.

• Physical Features:



Penalty Area
The edge of a penalty area should be defined 
by stakes, lines or physical features.

• Stakes:

• Lines: 

• Physical Features: 

• Mow line/Cut of Grass

• Retaining Wall

• Etc
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Penalty Area
When the edge of a body of water is not defined by the Committee, 

- the edge of that penalty area
is defined by its natural boundaries 

- (that is, where the ground slopes 
down to form the depression that 
can hold the water). 
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Penalty Area
If the color of a penalty area

- has not been marked or indicated by the 
Committee, 

- it is treated as a red penalty area.
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17.1b Player May Play Ball as It Lies in Penalty Area or Take Penalty Relief

The player may:

[1 of 2]
• Play the ball as it lies 

- without penalty,
- under the same Rules that apply 

to a ball in the general area...

17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
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i.e., there are no special Rules 
limiting how a ball may be played 
in a penalty area



17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
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17.1d Relief for Ball in Penalty Area

... for one penalty stroke:

(1) Stroke-and-Distance Relief.

(2) Back-On-the-Line Relief.

(3) Lateral Relief (Red Penalty Area 
Only).
[not available in yellow penalty areas]

Remember the ABCs:
A = All the Way Back
B = Back on a Line
C = Clublengths



17.1d Relief for Ball in Penalty 
Area

(1) Stroke-and-Distance Relief. 

The player may play   
- the original ball or another 

ball 
- from where the previous 

stroke was made (see Rule 14.6).

17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
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Anywhere inside the 
teeing area

Within one club-length of the spot 
where the previous stroke was made

On the spot where 
the previous stroke 

was made



17.1d Relief for Ball in Penalty Area

(3) Lateral Relief (Only for Red Penalty Area).
• Reference Point: The estimated point where the 

original ball last crossed the edge of the red 
penalty area.

• Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Point: 
Two club-lengths not nearer the hole than the 
reference point.

17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
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A player 
- may stand in a penalty area
- to play a ball outside the penalty 

area, 
including after taking relief from 
the penalty area.

17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
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17.3  No Relief Under Other Rules for Ball in Penalty Area
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When a player’s ball is in a penalty area, there is no relief for: 

• Interference by an abnormal course condition (Rule 16.1),

• An embedded ball (Rule 16.3), or 

• An unplayable ball (Rule 19).



When a player’s ball is in a penalty area, there is no relief for: 

• Interference by an abnormal course condition (Rule 16.1),

• An embedded ball (Rule 16.3), or 

• An unplayable ball (Rule 19). 

The player’s only relief option is 
to take penalty relief under Rule 17. 

17.3  No Relief Under Other Rules for Ball in Penalty Area
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17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area - Review
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17.1d Relief for Ball in Penalty Area

... for one penalty stroke:

(1) Stroke-and-Distance Relief.

(2) Back-On-the-Line Relief.

(3) Lateral Relief (Red Penalty Area 
Only).
[not available in yellow penalty areas]

Remember the ABCs:
A = All the Way Back
B = Back on a Line
C = Clublengths


